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TodayToday’’s Presentations Presentation……

• Background
• Purpose
• Analysis
• Results (preliminary)
• Implications
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BackgroundBackground

• 192.7 million acres
– 4,300 campgrounds
– 133,087 miles of trails
– 135 alpine ski areas
– 9,126 miles of National Forest Scenic 

Byways
• 205 million annual forest visits
• Recreational activities
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PurposePurpose

To provide information on:
– Potential implications of increased 

housing near forest/grassland 
boundaries;

– Identify those areas; and
– Provide tools for planning.
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AnalysisAnalysis

Projected housing density changes 
within three distances of national 
forest/grassland boundaries:
– 0 to ½ mile
– ½ to 3 miles
– 3 to 10 miles
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AnalysisAnalysis

Housing density projections were 
based on many factors:
– Past/current statistics on housing 

density and population
– Road density data
– Past growth patterns
– Locations of urban areas
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About these mapsAbout these maps……

They rank forest and grasslands 
according to the percentage of land 
within a specified buffer width that is 
projected to experience an increase in 
housing density.
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*Forests of North Carolina: Croatan, Nwharrie, Pisgah, Nantahala, and Cherokee.

**Forests of Georgia: Oconee and Chattahoochee.
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ImplicationsImplications

• Increased human-animal conflicts
• Alteration of tree and plant species 

composition
• Increased demand for recreational 

opportunities
• Increased fire risk (wildland/urban 

interface)
• Altered hydrologic cycles
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Questions?
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Contact InformationContact Information

• Sara Comas
• (202)205-1572 or scomas@fs.fed.us

• Susan Stein
• (202)205-0837 or sstein@fs.fed.us


