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• Based on work for in progress chapter: 

“Economics of Non-Timber Forest 

Products.” In: A Comprehensive National 

Assessment of Non Timber Forest 

Products Impacts from Climatic Variability 

and Change. 
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What are they? 

NTFPs 

Andy Hankins, VSU 

David J. Moorhead, University 
of Georgia, Bugwood.org 
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“[In the 1990s,]… NTFPs appeared to offer the prospect of reconciling two goals that seemed 
pitted against each other in the prevailing crisis – forest conservation and rural development.” – 
(Robbins, Emery, & Rice, 2008) 
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Challenges 

• Informality 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Secrecy 
(McLain, Alexander, & Jones 2008; 
Alexander et al. 2002) 
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US market, value at first point of sale 
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Medicinal

Edible

Crafts and Floral

Landscaping

(Alexander, Oswalt, & Emery, 2011) 



United States Department of Agriculture 

Forest Service 



United States Department of Agriculture 

Forest Service 

 

(Chamberlain, Prisley, & McGuffin, 2013) 
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Daniel Boone National 
Forest area harvesters: 
$200-$15,000 per year 
from NTFPs 
(Hembram & Hoover 2008) 
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Forest farming shiitake 
NPV $1,339 for 500 logs 
(Frey 2014) 
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(Burkhart & Jacobson, 2009) 
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• Huckleberry single-year consumer surplus 

of $93,000 (2003) for a District in GFNP. 
(Starbuck, Alexander, Berrens, & Bohara, 2004) 
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Safety Net /  

Natural Insurance 

– Recent immigrants (Anderson, Blahna, & 

Chavez, 2000; Emery, Ginger, & Chamberlain, 2006) 

– Unemployed (Bailey, 1999) 

Social Capital 

– Gifts (Baumflek, Emery, & Ginger 2010) 

– Networking (Hurley et al. 2015;  

 McLain et al. 2014) 

Sierra Club 
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(McGraw et al. 2013) 

Gary Kauffman/U.S. Forest Service 
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Gaps in Knowledge 

• Limitations for land management and 

resource-use policy 
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Gaps in Knowledge 

• Limitations for rural economic 

development 
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Gaps in Knowledge 

• Limitations for mitigating vulnerabilities 

and enhancing well-being 

 New Brunswick Tourism  
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Strategy? 
1. Data coding for NTFPs.  

2. Tracking system(s) of NTFP trade(s).  

3. Include questions about collection and 
consumption of NTFPs.  

4. Quantitative studies of the general population.  

5. Identify communities dependent on NTFPs & 
vulnerabilities.  

6. Meta-analyses of existing studies.  

7. Studies for specific species or forests.  

8. Test and compare management regimes.  

9. Better integrate NTFP information in forest 
management.  


